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LLANDAFF YARD RUGBY  

A history of Rugby in Llandaff Yard (Llandaff Yard and Primrose Hill was renamed in 1906 as 

Llandaff North). 

 

This was written for personal family reasons and perhaps in doing so, it should/could 

enhance the history and heritage of not just Llandaff North Rugby Club, but, the village 

and community in general and if others can benefit by seeing their family name in the 

limelight, even better. It is as accurate as research sources from The National Library of 

Wales Newspaper Archives permit at the time. Some other local teams from that era have 

been included to provide wider knowledge and to give an all round representation of local 

rugby back in those days, it represents just a chapter in a document of social history. 

          Terry Chard  
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Llandaff Yard Rugby 

 The early years. 

Rugby School, whose name has been given to the sport, was pivotal in the development of rugby 
football (if we are to believe what’s written) and the first rules of the game that became rugby union 
football were established there in 1845. In Wales rugby clubs were established as town clubs in 
both large communities and small mining towns during the 1870s and ’80s. Many early players had 
some experience of the game in the north of England and took their interest with them to Wales. 
By the early 1880s rugby had become a vital part of working-class culture in south Wales, which 
distinguished the game there from its upper-class association in other parts of the British Isles. 
Wales had high levels of immigration in the late 19th century, and rugby emerged at this time as a 
focal point of a new modern Welsh nationalism. As a result, the Welsh Rugby Union formed in 
1881, and Wales soon entered the Home Championship, competing with England, Ireland, and 
Scotland. Wales won its first title in 1893. .......... (Ref Encyclopaedia Britannica – Rugby) 
 
A thought too, must be given to the prompt coverage and publishing of matches in the newspapers 
at that time. Knowing the manner in which typesetting and printing was done in those days, it’s 
amazing to think how productive those people were, getting editions out in such rapid time. Luckily 
for us they are now part of our history and heritage and something to treasure. Where will 
researchers find your results and stories in 120 years time?  
 

Accreditation -  The National Library of Wales  Newspaper Archives  
https://www.library.wales  
      ........................ 
 
An interesting feature of the newspaper cuttings that follow is the names of some of the old clubs 
that Llandaff Yard played against, it makes you wonder where they were from, where they were 
based and where their home ground was (there was much more land around back then). Sadly, a 
lot of them didn’t stand the test of time, Llandaff Yard / North did, not without its own problems, but, 
bear in mind that the 20th century had 2 world wars and a lot of political upheaval and such things 
would have had a huge affect on the longevity of all clubs and the development of sport in general 
in the first half of the 20th century. 
 
You have to take your hat off to the early ‘pioneers’ of our local rugby teams, most of these people 
were labouring in local factories, farmers fields and the railway, although local agriculture was in 
decline at that time, the Melingriffith tin works was a large employer and the Taff Vale Railway had 
been constructed c.mid 19thC and was a big employer. Those times in general and work itself, was 
hard and tough, but the people were resourceful enough to create and build sports clubs and 
teams, organise matches, travel to away games and arrange tour matches (no internet, smart 
phones or cars back then).  
 
Not all matches had a successful outcome for various reasons as you will find out, disputed tries 
galore, but, a curious aspect to the sport in its early form was the nature of point scoring, quoted 
as ‘Goal’; ‘Try’ and ‘Minor’ – [G  T  M] - A goal being a converted try and the be all and end all. A 
‘minor’ was when a defending player grounded the ball over his own touch line in order to stop an 
attacker getting there first and scoring, although it was part of the scoring system it didn’t seem to 
count for much. Not only that but some of the laws had not been thought out too well, some 
caused confusion, some were ignored and on top of that, the refereeing left a bit to be desired to 
the point that all this caused disputes between teams leaving a big question mark on who actually 
won the game. Another quirk of the early scoring system was that it was left to the captains of 
each team to come to some agreement as to whether the ‘try’ was legitimate. Scoring points from 
tries was not introduced until the late 1880’s. 
 

https://www.library.wales/
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Just to provide a bit of a backdrop to the local scene in times gone by, if you were to be picked up 
and dropped into 1840’s Llandaff North you’d be in the middle of a very rural environment, 
surrounded by farm meadows, a few workers cottages and a small number of houses befitting the 
more wealthy of that time, among them being Hawthorn House, vast areas of land were owned by 
the Romilly’s, T. W. Booker and Blakemore (of Melingruffydd), Lord Dynevor, Sir Charles Bart 
Morgan and Edward Blosse, the Glamorganshire Canal was at its peak fostering the creation of 
various industries along its banks and land was being acquired for the development of a new 
steam engine track system that became the Taff Vale Railway (TVR). The ‘industrialisation’ of the 
area was the catalyst for a population rise and more and more housing. The population when the 
people of Llandaff Yard formed their rugby club was probably less than 1,000, an ‘everyone knew 
everyone else’ time, but it coincided with a rapid increase in the development of the area for a 
burgeoning population and housing as the railway took over and the canal declined. The Llandaff 
North that we know now was once two separate areas known as Llandaff Yard and Primrose Hill 
(around the station area) on  20th June 1906 The Evening Express published a small article that 
read as follows:....”The Postmaster General has assented to the request of the inhabitants of 
Llandaff Yard that the postal address “Llandaff North” should be substituted for Llandaff Yard. This 
new regulation will come into force on the 1st prox.” 
 
The current Llandaff North RFC website dates the club’s origin as follows... “What is known is that 
there was a side, known as ‘Llandaff Yard’ which was formed in 1898 and it is claimed that the 
deep rooted traditions go back even further than local rivals, LLandaff City R.F.C., which was one 
of the founder members of the W.R.U. in 1884”., ......this however seems unlikely, Llandaff RFC 
claim a ‘founded’ date of 1876 and there is a newspaper article of January 1880 describing the 
“unavoidable postponement” of a ‘Challenge Cup Tie’ between Llandaff and Cardiff.  
 
What follows, however, adds to the dating evidence of Llandaff Yard Rugby Football and to the 
overall history and heritage of sport here, ‘warts ‘n all’. We’ll read about the highs and lows; the 
‘pleasant’ and ‘unpleasant’ games; how the village team got on against teams from larger towns; 
the status reached and the success and esteem once held; the struggles and finally we learn the 
names of those that represented the club over 100 years ago, the families, friends, workmates and 
the amazing number of brothers that once played for the club. Names once consigned to history, 
but, now brought back from the past, to the present, what would they have thought to know that 
their exploits back then would be viewed over 120 years later by their descendants? Was your 
family amongst them?  
 
One final thing to remember throughout.... these men were all working men, some of them in 
labour intensive jobs, working shifts, ‘sweating blood, up to their necks in alligators and bullets’, 
some probably working weekends, not much in the way of time off and holidays, all trying to put 
bread on the table, motivated by the sole aim of representing their community at rugby .......
 So, hold on to something solid..........Read on...... 
. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

Who knew of the Llandaff Yard Cricket Club that held a general meeting, according to The Cardiff 

Times in March 1886, at the Llandaff Yard Working Men’s Club to appoint officers and committees 

for the ‘cricket and rounders’? Was the rounders the origin of baseball in the area? Was this the 

date that local people got together to also form a rugby club, or, was it the inspiration needed for it 

to happen?  
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The earliest record on Llandaff Yard rugby that could be found was this one dated 1886 referring 

to Llandaff Yard ‘Junior’ team, dated 29th November 1886 in The South Wales Daily News. 

 

A notable feature here is of the team’s early days referring to a ‘Junior’ team, but whatever age 

group this was it’s clear that the players were very determined and committed against their rivals 

from Llandaff. However, it is not known whether, or not, it is a younger persons’ team. Being as 

this match was against a Llandaff ‘A’ Team it makes you wonder whether this in fact was a men’s 

team carrying a ‘Junior’ name as reference to the status, or early development of the Llandaff Yard 

team/club rather than an age group match (?). We also have to wonder how likely it was to have a 

Llandaff Yard ‘Juniors’ without there being a senior men’s team. 

No records could be found for 1887 but 1888 produced a bit more activity.... 

On 16th April 1888 The South Wales Daily News once again reported on Llandaff Yard Juniors this 

time playing at home against Canton. On this occasion the match was against Canton 2nds giving 

the slightest hint that this might have been a senior men’s game. 

 

Here we have substantial evidence of a possible date origin of the club, it’s not to say it gives us 

an absolute date, but certainly we have a date for one of, if not, the first meetings constituted by 

the club................ 23rd August 1888 The South Wales Daily News 

 

Not just a date, but it provides us with some of the first ‘movers and shakers’ of the area, namely: 

W Asplin; E Lewis and W. Jones. The opportunity was also taken to advertise for fixtures.  
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extended into the Birchgrove and Llandaff North area and so it could have been at one of them. 

While still pondering on senior and junior sides we don’t have to wait long to reach a conclusion.. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the outset, Llandaff Yard rugby got off to a good competitive start, it now seems certain that 
there was a 1st XV, a 2nd XV and Junior team within the club. It certainly gives the impression that 
Llandaff Yard (Rugby) Football club had a decent squad of players to select from. This in itself 
tends to suggest that the team / club existed, however informal, well before its recognised start 
date. It’s difficult to see that the formation of any club just happened overnight or at the passing of 
a vote at a meeting considering the amount of work and equipment required, but much more likely 
that they had played ‘friendly’ matches on an ad hoc / casual basis with the support and success 
leading them to establish themselves as a recognised ‘club’ with committees and formal AGM’s 
afterwards. That’s just pure speculation though, ‘you pays your money, you takes your choice’. 
  

On 12th November 1888 The South Wales 

Daily News reported on a drawn match 

against a team from the Heath and it’s 

interesting to note that the game was 

played at Whitchurch. Having said that, 

the Whitchurch district ‘boundary’  

 

On 15th December 1888 The South Wales 

Echo reported on a home win against 

Roath. 

 

 

 On 24th December 1888 The South 

Wales Daily News advertised for fixtures 

for the Llandaff Yard 2nd and Junior teams 

and it seems that the sec., has a change 

of address. 

 

 

The match to attract the interest of local 

people was in the 19th November 1888 

edition of The South Wales Daily News, at 

home against Whitchurch, will leave it you 

to decide the outcome. 

 

On 22nd October 1888 The South Wales 

Daily News reported on Llandaff Yard 

playing at home and getting turned over by 

Ely Rovers. 
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1889 

 

On 28th January 1889 The South Wales Daily News published the score:  

Cathays Rangers 1 Goal, 1 Try and 2 minors; Llandaff Yard nil, played at Llandaff Yard 

 

On 25th February 1889 The South Wales Daily News published the score:  

Cathays Rangers 1 Goal, 1 Try and 8 minors; Llandaff Yard 1 Minor, played at the Barracks Field 

“The Rangers played a splendid game”. 

On 11th March 1889 The South Wales Daily News printed an article that read “Charles Street 

Rangers v. Llandaff Yard – Played at Sophia Gardens resulting in a win for Charles Street 

Rangers by 2 goals and a try to 4 minors”. 

 

 

The interesting aspect of this is that the club could call on a ‘Past’ team in 1889. This ‘muddys the 

waters’ a bit, we have been working on the basis that the club was formed on or around 1886 we 

now learn that were ‘past’ players, from a club that we assumed to be just 3 years old. This tends 

to suggest that the club’s origin might therefore be at an earlier date. But, unfortunately we have 

no other proof. 

  

Carrying on with season 1888 – 89 Llandaff 

Yard played against Ely Rovers with a brief 

report appearing in The South Wales Daily 

News on 14th January 1889. 

Here we see for the first time a published 

Llandaff Yard 1st team selection for a home 

match against Cathays United with the 

Chard brothers Peter and Jim as half backs, 

the Llandaff Yard 2nds were also scheduled 

to play at the same time, 30th March 1889, 

published in The Evening Express, 

confirming that the club was strong enough 

to have two sides. 

 

Then in a later edition the same paper, of the 

same date, published this intriguing match 

for a Llandaff Yard Past vs Present match 

with four Chard brothers Samuel, Peter and 

Jim being joined by their younger brother 17 

year old John (Jack). It’s also noticeable that 

there were two Edneys; two Stones; two 

Taylors; two Seaman and two Holtams.  
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What of the Past vs Present game?............. 

This photo below is believed to be those teams (29 players, 1 man short, probably signing 

autographs on the side). 

 

Below, 15 good men of Llandaff Yard Rugby Football Club, date unknown 
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10th September 1889 The South Wales 

Echo. You’ll notice that the sec., still has 

the Llandaff Yard address and so the 

previous address given (High Street, 

Cardiff) perhaps was his work place 

address. 

 

On the same date, The South Wales Daily 

News published a report on a ‘rough 

game’ against Ton 

 

On 11th September 1889 The South Wales 
Daily News published an update on the 
club repudiating any notion of the Ton 
game having taken place, presumably 
there must have been consequences for 
having done so. The cutting also included 
the details from the previous days annual 
meeting, also seen above. 

 

 

On 30th September 1889 Llandaff Yard 

failed to show for a match against 

Mackintosh, The South Wales Echo. 

 

Here’s one to ponder, of local interest, in 

The South Wales Daily News on 26th 

August 1889. Presumably a pre-season 

warm up, but Llandaff Yard having a try 

‘disputed’ otherwise it looks like the game 

was a draw. Above this though is a club 

announcement for Melin Rovers and this 

looks likely to be a team from the Melin 

Gruffydd works having held their AGM at 

The Royal Exchange. 
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4th November 1889 The Western Mail 

reported on an away match against 

Cathays Rangers played at the Barracks 

Field and transport difficulties seems to 

have played a part in the end result. 

7th October 1889 The South Wales Daily 

News reported on another ‘rough’ game, this 

time away against Pentre, but notice that the 

team name here is Llandaff Yard ‘Stars’, 

difficult to believe that it is another / different 

team to that we are following. 

On the 14th October the same paper then 

reports on a Llandaff Yard Juniors match 

away at Cathays Stars and here we also 

see that the club is seeking to arrange 

games at junior level for 14 year olds. 

While on the 15th October 1889, The South 

Wales Echo publish a brief account of a 

home win against Tredegarville. 

18th November 1889 The South Wales 

Daily News reported on another junior 

game at home against Maindy Juniors. 

 

Having been dogged by travel 

difficulties earlier in the month, the team 

then failed to show against Penarth ‘A’. 

(22nd November 1889 The Barry Dock 

News.  
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1890 

 

11th Oct South Wales Echo - LLANDAFF YARD JUNIORS vs. COGAN WHITE ROSE.— Played at 

Cogan, and ended in a win for the visitors by 1 goal, 2 tries to 1 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Early season, advertising for 2nd team 

fixtures, 13th September 1890 The South 

Wales Echo 

Here’s a good one to consider, it gives us 

the player selections for the Llandaff Yard 

Juniors, 17th October 1890, The South 

Wales Echo. Compare these names with 

that of the Past vs Present game in 

March 1889 and you’ll notice some 

familiar names. So just how junior was 

this team?  

Almost an identical team then selected 

for the Juniors home match against 

Albany Stars, 24th October 1890, The 

South wales Echo 

 

Here’s one to contrast the fortunes, 3rd 

November 1890, The Western Mail 

 

 

 

On a roll now and a good one to win, The 

Western Mail 10th November 1890 

 

 

Or was it? Depends who writes it.....11th 

November 1890 The South Wales Daily 

News 
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The referee has his say, but note the 

address, 15th November 1890, The South 

Wales Daily News 

 

The issues over disputed scores, 11th 

December 1890, The South Wales Daily 

News 

 

 

It rumbled on, 15th December 1890, The 

South Wales Daily News 

 

A time when a draw wasn’t the final 

result, 17th November 1890 The 

South Wales Daily News 

  

Llandaff Yard Juniors also getting a 

mention 
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1891 

 

 

On 20th November 1891, one of the Llandaff Yard players (Peter Chard) played full back for 

Llandaff against Barry, both teams being short of a few regular players, Llandaff running out 

winners 5 Tries and 1 Minor to 1 Minor (The South Wales Star).  

 

Nothing more was available in the archives for 1891 and 1892 was no better apart from this little 

snippet:... 

 

 

Matches were played during this period of the club’s existence (Ref fixtures appended to this 

document). This might be a case of the archive source not having records available at this 

moment, or the newspapers opting not to give the matches much attention at that time.    

On 23rd July 1891, pre-season, 

Llandaff Yard Juniors once again 

advertised for fixtures, The South 

Wales Daily News 

On 28th September 1891, the 

Llandaff Yard Juniors drew away at 

Ely, The South Wales Daily News 

It is of interest because it tells us of 

another team in the area, ‘Llandaff 

Station’ would you believe?  8th 

October 1892, The South Wales Daily 

News 
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1893 

 

 

 

 

 

  

On 1st December 1893, The Evening 

Express showed the team selection 

for the Llandaff Yard vs Cathays 

United home match with three Chard 

brothers and two Edney and two 

Moss boys all playing together. 

 

With a few changes in the line up this 

was the team selection for the away 

match against Loudouns, 15th 

December 1893, The Evening 

Express 

To start the season the club advertised 

for fixtures, neatly placed under a Cardiff 

Rugby ticket ad.  18th September 1892, 

The South Wales Echo 

27th October 1892, The South Wales 

Echo. The team selection for an away 

match at Barry. 
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1894 

 

 

 

 

You get the impression that the club, or, match secretary had a difficult time arranging fixtures, no 

doubt the clubs faced a challenging time attempting to match playing abilities rather than have 

matches that would prove to be too tough, or too easy, particularly with a players’ welfare at stake. 

It’s worth pointing out here that the home team were expected to reimburse the away side for 

travel expenses, whether this was a fixed ‘fee’ or not is difficult to tell but it was generally accepted 

that equity would be reached with the home side then honouring an away fixture under the same 

terms later in the season. Unfortunately this didn’t always happen as we’ll find out. 

 

Advertising for fixtures once again, The 

South Wales Echo, 2nd October 1894 

with the contact person’s address 

(match sec.) given as Llandaff Station. 

The team selection for the home fixture 

against Barry ‘A’, The South Wales Echo, 

5th October 1894. 

The South Wales Echo, 16th February 

1894 published the Llandaff Yard team 

selection for a home match against 

Roath United.  

 

 

On 23rd February 1894 The Evening 

Express printed the team selection for 

an away match at Ely Rangers 

On 26th January 1894 The Evening 

Express showed the team selections 

for the Llandaff Yard away match 

against Romilly. Quite where the 

Llandaff Yard ‘United’ team name 

came from is unclear, but the players 

are recognised names. 
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On 10th November 1894 one of the local results of interest was....... Llandaff Yard 2 Tries; St 

Mary’s nil.....played at Sophia Gardens Field. 

 

 

 

 

 

1895 

 

 

 

 

The South Wales Echo, on 7th December 

1894 showed the team selection for the 

Llandaff Reserves team and it suggests that 

Llandaff Yard were playing at that level, 

recognising that Llandaff were one of the 

leading clubs in the region at that time. 

The South Wales Echo, 19th October 1894, 

showed the team selection for the home 

fixture against Ely Rangers 

The South Wales Daily News, on 24th 

December 1894 reported, briefly, very 

briefly, on a home match against 

Cathays United. 

The South Wales Daily News on 26th 

November 1894, showed the result of an 

away match against Cathays Harlequins. 

For some this will come as a surprise,  

All Saints had a company of the 

Church Lads’ Brigade (the 

organisation later becoming the Boys 

Brigade) and that rugby would have 

been part of their activities, 1st October 

1895, The South Wales Echo.  

Then on 5th October 1895 we see that 

the Llandaff Yard Boys’ Brigade were 

due to play Llandaff Stars, the Stars 

team being published in The South 

Wales Daily News. 
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With the All Saints flying the Llandaff Yard flag in the press it was The Evening Express that 

showed this fixture in their publication on 24th December 1895 for a Christmas Day match...”All 

Saints (Llandaff Yard) vs St Michael’s 2nds”. 

  

Then in what seems to be a return 

match, on 8th November 1895, The 

South Wales Echo publish both teams 

for a Llandaff Stars match against All 

Saints Church Lads’ Brigade.  

Some of the All Saints lads will later 

go on to become players of Llandaff 

Yard 

Here’s an interesting one for the 

community, it tells of a benefit match 

for ‘an old comrade in difficulties’ and 

the Mr Evans mentioned within was 

probably David Evans the owner of 

Evans Foundry also known as the 

Eagle Foundry. 15th November 1895 

The Evening Express. We are left to 

wonder where that field was and if it 

was just behind the foundry then it 

might have been where the tennis 

courts are now on Hailey Park. 

In all likelihood, this was the result of 

that match, described slightly 

differently, but the ‘virile against the 

worn out’ really only had one outcome, 

18th November 1895 The South Wales 

Daily News. 

Next it was The Barry Dock News 

that gave us this result on 25th 

October 1895. 
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1896 

1895 was still short of relevant research material and 1896 fared no better..... 

 

A noticeable part of this is that among the changes in personnel was J. Glendining now playing for 

Llandaf Yard, but, prior to this season, he had been a star player with Whitchurch. 1896 also saw a 

few of the Llandaff Yard stalwarts now playing for Whitchurch. 

 

Over recent seasons, very little was available in the archive searches, even finding a scheduled 

fixture was a rare occurrence and we know from the adverts so far that Llandaff Yard rugby was 

seeking fixtures. It’s difficult to escape from the notion that the club were having a tough time if 

only because it had little to no press coverage while other teams/clubs were well covered and for 

1896 no scheduled fixtures could be found either. At the time Whitchurch were playing against 

‘more established’ opponents and travelling further for them, they were also playing against 

opponents such as Cardiff Reserves at The Arms Park, Newport 2nds, Pontypridd, Caerphilly and 

teams of that type. There are also financial implications in all this, ‘gate money’ from people 

watching was in reality the main source of income and there were costs that needed to be covered 

and if the matches / opponents were not attracting public interest this would have been an issue, 

particularly so having to compete, in a business sense, with their neighbours who had a more 

‘attractive’ fixture list. Another thing to consider here is declining industry in the area which would 

have had a severe affect on employment and family income. The Glamorganshire Canal was ‘on 

its last legs’, the Melin Gruffydd works was not the same as it had once been and the labour 

intensive industries in the area were all struggling. 

Here we have the Llandaff Yard team for a 

game against Heath Rovers to be played at 

Whitchurch, 14th February 1896 from The 

South Wales Echo

 

 Here we have the Llandaff Yard team for a 

game against Heath Rovers to be played at 

Whitchurch, 14th February 1896 from The 

South Wales Echo 

It wasn’t just a case of player movement 

either, in previous seasons Whitchurch had 

been through a difficult time, but had a fixture 

list that was perhaps more attractive to play in 

than did Llandaff Yard, in this cutting of 23rd 

July 1896 from The Evening Express, the 

appointment of ‘officers’ at the Whitchurch 

Rugby AGM had a notable Llandaff Yard 

presence.  
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1897 

 

As if to buck the trend The South Wales Daily News on 11th October 1897 then mention two 

Llandaff Yard Juniors brothers making a name for themselves with Cardiff, the ‘Dobson Brothers’ 

and in a column headlined “Men Who Are Talked About” the brothers get their moment in the sun. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nothing much changed throughout 1897. 

All Saints carried on regardless, 5th 

February 1897 The South Wales Echo 
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1898 

In 1898 things started to change.  

 

On 24th October 1898 The Western Mail printed this result....Llandaff Yard, 2 Goals; Cardiff 

Excelsiors, nil. 

 

 

 

  

Now we are rolling, 11th November 1898, 

The South Wales Echo published both 1st 

and 2nd team fixtures for their games 

publishing the 2nd team selection. The 

‘Llandaff Yard Stars’ is undoubtedly Llandaff 

Yard 2nds judging by the names of the 

players. The strength of the club, in numbers, 

has seemingly returned.  

 

On 18th November 1898 The Evening 

Express published the team selection for the 

1st team match, home, against St German’s 

 

 

On 25th November 1898 The Evening 

Express provided the teams for Llandaff 

Yard’s match against Old Monktonians and 

lo and behold some of the better known 

players have returned from Whitchurch, in 

what looks like a strong team. 

 

 

 

The boys are back, up and running, on 30th 

September 1898 The Evening Express 

showed this team selection for a home 

game against Grange Stars 
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On 26th December 1898 The South Wales Echo showed the result....Llandaff Yard, 1 dropped 

goal; Cardiff Hornets, nil. 

 

 

  

As Christmas and the end of the year 

approached things were on the move, here 

we have the team selection for a 2nd team 

game away at Canton, 8th December 1898, 

The South Wales Echo 

 

Here’s one that might surprise local people, 

it’s the team selection for ‘Primrose Hill’ an 

area of Llandaff North that was once in and 

around Llandaff (for Whitchurch) Station. To 

know that the area could field a few 

separate rugby teams at this time is 

inspiring. 16th December 1898 The Evening 

Express 

In what looks likely to be a Christmas Eve 

match, this team selection was published 

for a 2nd team match against Llandaff, 23rd 

December 1898, The South Wales Echo  

30th December 1898, The South Wales 

Echo publish both 1st and 2nd team 

selections for games against Penylan and 

St Catherine’s in what were probably  

New Years Eve fixtures and the last of 

1898 
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1899 

In sharp contrast we now have a significant change in local newspaper coverage: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Early in the New Year, 6th January 1899 The 

South Wales Daily News published the team 

selections for the Llandaff Yard 2nds match 

away against Radyr. 

 

 

On 13th January 1899 The Evening Express 

published the team selected to play against 

Cadoxton at home, k.o. 3 30pm, with many 

changes from the previous week. 

 

 

Here’s the result, from The Barry Herald who 

also managed to get their sports mixed up, 

20th January 1899 

 

 

 

 

The next challenge was published in The 

Evening Express on 27th January 1899, a 

home game against Old Monks 
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The Pitcher’s; the Legge’s; the Chard’s, plenty of Evans’s but this week just the one Holtham. 

 

3rd February1899 The Evening Express show 

the team selections for a home match against 

Penylan. 

10th February1899 The Evening Express show 

the team selection for a match against 

Llandaff. 

 

Here’s the result, 13th February 1899, The 

South Wales Daily News 

 

 
On 17th February 1899, The Evening Express 

publish the 2nd team selection for an away 

match with Grange. 

 

 

Meanwhile the paper also showed the 1st 

team selection for their game at home against 

Penylan 

30 of Llandaff Yard’s finest, on display for all 

to see. 

Still the club advertise for fixtures offering 

half the gate money to attract interest, this 

time on 20th February 1899 in The South 

Wales Echo, directly under a big Cardiff 

Rugby derby game.  
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3rd April 1899 The South Wales Daily News 

show this result, a home win for the ‘Yardies’ 

and fortunes seem to be on the up. 

3rd March1899 The Evening Express show the 

team selected for an away match at Barry 

Dock 

 

 

10th March 1899, The Evening Express, the 

team selection for a home match against 

Cadoxton 

 

 

‘Out of the blue’ from The Barry Dock News 

we then get an update on a Llandaff Yard 

Juniors team with a good win over Cadoxton, 

17th March 1899 

On 24th March 1899 The South Wales Echo 

provide us with one to conjour, the Llandaff 

Yard team selected to face Penarth Stars and 

also a Llandaff Yard ‘Old Boys’ team who 

fancy their chances against Brewery United, 

quite why an old boys team would want to 

play against a brewery team is probably lost 

on a few. 
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Then we get a big surprise, having generally 

concluded that the entire club had been 

previously ‘dormant’, on 17th April 1899 The 

South Wales Echo publish this gem which 

tells us that the ‘Juniors’ had been thriving 

and apart from this success it’s also a 

significant boost for future prospects. 

But here’s the one for local interest to round 

the season off with, 21st April 1899, The 

Evening Express and note the referee. This 

match became a fixture for future seasons, 

proving such an attraction that Llandaff Yard 

and Whitchurch played against each other 3 

times / season 

 

This is how it went, 24th April 1899 The South 

Wales Daily News 

 

So, Llandaff Yard seem to have had a pretty 

decent season and they thought so too, The 

South Wales Daily News, 26th April 1899. 

Note the home venue and the ‘slight’ 

recognition of the ‘energetic secretary’, a well 

deserved presentation, somebody who seems 

to have made a huge difference in the 

fortunes of the club. 

 

 Then to add to all the surprises and 

confusion, we then get this, 19th July 1899 in 

The South Wales Echo, just “the 2nd AGM” 

which places the 1st AGM in 1898 when we 

know the club were playing for many 

seasons prior. All this tends to show that for 

the ‘barren’ years of 1896 and 1897 

something must have happened, just as we 

suspected and here we have the phoenix 

rising from the ashes.  

So from this time onwards whatever year 

you choose to be the date of the club’s origin 

is up to you. 
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On the 9th October The South Wales Daily News showed this result.....Llandaff Yard 2nds, 4 

Goals; Llandaff 2nds 1 Goal. 

On 7th October 1899 The South Wales Daily 

News publish the team selection for Llandaff 

Yard’s home match against Abercynon. 

To kick the 1899 – 1900 season off, on 9th 

September 1899 The South Wales Daily 

News publish the 1st team selection for a 1sts 

vs 2nd team match. It’s a pity the 2nd team 

names are missing. 

It even had a bit of coverage, 11th September 

1899 in The South Wales Daily News 

 

On 23rd September 1899 The South Wales 

Daily News publish the team selection for a 

home match against St Andrew’s. 

 

 

The next was a an away game against 

Penarth Reserves, 29th September 1899, The 

Evening Express 

 

 

 

Penarth were on it that day just taking the 

honours, but a rare and welcome report on 

the game, 30th September 1899, The Evening 

Express 
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Just for the record, Llandaff Yard and Grangetown drew, 1Try each. 

 

On 30th October 1899 one of the local results was:  Blackweir, 1 Goal, 2 Tries and 2 Minors; 
Llandaff Yard, 2 Goals, 2 Minors. 

 

 

3rd November 1899 The South Wales Echo 

published the team selections for the Llandaff 

Yard 2nds match against Grange. 

 

 

 

The Llandaff Yard team selected for a home 

match against Penylan, 10th November 1899, 

The South Wales Echo 

On 13th October 1899 The South Wales Echo 

publish the team selection for Llandaff Yard’s 

home match against Treforest Rangers. 

Here we have a 2nd team selection for an 

away match against Grange, 14th October 

1899, The South Wales Daily News, with 3 

Holtam brothers having played for the club 

over the past week. 

Here’s another good one for local people 

21st October 1899 The South Wales Daily 

News publish the 1st and 2nd team 

selections for games against Llandaff and 

Penylan 2nds providing us with the names 

of all those that represented the club that 

day 

Score: Llandaff Yard 3 Goals; Llandaff, nil 
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On 1st December 1899 The Evening Express 

published the team selections for Llandaff 

Yard 2nds away at St Fagan’s and you 

sense that there’s been a step up in 

opposition. 

 

 

 

The South Wales Daily News on the other 

hand publish the Llandaff Yard 1st team for a 

home match against Penarth Stars, 2nd 

December 1899 

 

 

While on the 8th December 1899 The South 

Wales Echo show both team selections for 

the home match against Old Monktonians 

 

 

For the final game of the year this was thee 

team selected for an away Match against St. 

Andrew’s, 29th December 1899 The South 

Wales Echo 

 

 

17th November 1899 The South Wales Echo 

published the team selections for the Llandaff 

Yard match against Canton. 

 

 

 

The players selected for a 2nd team match at 

home against St Agnes, 24th November 1899  
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1900 and a new millennium 

But little to show for it...... 

 

 

 

 

 

That was it for 1900, on the face of it, it doesn’t tell us much, but we do get to see player’s names 

and we also get to know what opposition the club was playing against and those shown above 

were all well run, established clubs of a high standard. 

 

  

3rd March 1900, The South Wales Daily 

News showed the team selections for 

Llandaff Yard vs Cathays United. 

 

 

 

 

The team selection for a home match 

against Dinas Powis, 24th March 1900 The 

South Wales Daily News. 

This was a good result, on paper, or on 

grass, 5th February 1900, The South Wales 

Daily News. 

Bragging rights at work, the pub, among 

neighbours and no doubt within the family, 

5th January 1900, The Evening Express 

 

But didn’t have to wait long for better things, 

22nd January 1900, The South Wales Daily 

News. 
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1901 

 

 

 

 

On 2nd December 1901, local results showed Llandaff Yard 1 Try; Tongwynlais, nil. 

 

1st November 1901 saw a fixture arranged with 

Great Western Juniors, The Evening Express 

and the use of the name ‘Juniors’ does tend to 

confuse judging by the players picked for the 

game. 

The result here was Llandaff Yard, 3 Goals; 

G.W. Juniors nil 

4th April 1901, The Evening Express showed a 

showpiece end to the season with a 

representative team playing an ‘exhibition 

game’ and with a few interesting names in the 

team above it as well helping Whitchurch out.  

On 4th October 1901 The Evening Express 

published the team selected for a home game 

against Loudoun Reserves. 

6th December 1901 saw a tough fixture 

arranged with the Old Monktonians, The 

Evening Express 
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It’s worth including this, because it gives 

us a feel for what was happening at that 

time, Dai Tuckett had been playing for 

Llandaff Yard in previous seasons and 

you begin to detect a close relationship 

with these two clubs, a collaboration we’ll 

see more of later, 7th December, The 

Evening Express 

 

At the same time, the paper also 

published this little snippet. 

 

 

 

 

What’s a “Babs” match? Barbarians 

perhaps? The Evening Express on 21st 

December 1901 clearly had a high regard 

for some of the Llandaff Yard players, 

humorously describing it as a “grate 

tussle”, if intended. 
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1902 

Have a sit down, there’s a lot to get through............... 

 

 

 
 

On 27th January 1902 local results showed Llandaff Yard 1 Try; Empire United, nil 

 

  

So early in the New Year and one of the first 

games was a local derby match against 

Tongwynlais, both team selections being 

published on 17th January 1902, The Evening 

Express. 

The result was: Tongwynlais 1 Goal and 1 

Try; Llandaff Yard 1 Try. 

Gwyn Nicholls was one of Cardiff and Wales, 

all time stars and much play was made of his 

connection with Llandaff Yard, this print out 

was of a letter that had been sent in to the 

newspaper and published on 18th January 

1902, The Evening Express (right and below) 

and what better can you get than to get the 

view of a local man. 

Humbled the previous Saturday though, 27th 

January 1902, The Evening Express. 
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On 14th February 1902, The Evening Express 

published this team selection for an away 

match at Williamstown in the Rhondda 

On 15th February 1902, The Evening Express 

published a match report on a derby against 

Tongwynlais rounding off with a 

complimentary note on the quality of 

‘dribblers’. 

 

 

 

 

 

On 20th February 1902, The Evening Express 

published the team for an away match at 

Williamstown. 

 

 

21st February 1902 The Evening Express 

published the team selections for an away 

game at St. Fagan’s, peace has broken out, 

but notice the meeting and travel 

arrangements for Llandaff Yard, a brake was 

one of the old time buses. 
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On 17th March 1902 local results showed Llandaff Yard 1 Goal and 1 Try; Llanishen, nil. 

 

 

 

The result of this match was Whitchurch, 1 Try; Llandaff Yard, 1 Goal and 1 Try. 

 

 

On 4th April 1902, The Evening Express 

published this team selection for the 

‘Match of the Day’ against Whitchurch, 

one no doubt designed to round the 

season off and attract a big gate. 

On 14th March1902, The Evening Express 

published this team selection for a local 

derby against Llanishen at home 

On 21st March 1902, The Evening Express 

published this team selection for a home 

game against Llanharan 

On 22nd February 1902, The Evening 

Express made sure everyone knew what was 

happening. 

The score was St. Fagan’s 1 Goal and 1 Try; 

Llandaff Yard, 1 Try. 

So, in this match there was more to it than 

meets the eye, on 22nd March1902, The 

Evening Express published this little update on 

an interesting development and collaboration 

amongst the local teams, Llandaff Yard having 

an eye on a bigger prize. 

Although damaged, this cutting gives us 

part of the team selected to play against 

Cowbridge 24th March 1902, The 

Evening Express. 
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On 14th April 1902, match results showed: Llandaff Yard, 4 Goals and 4 Tries; Llanishen, nil. 

 

 

 

 

Some reading this will be aware of Gwyn Nicholls, 

he was a rugby super star of his day and he had a 

strong link with Llandaff Yard not just with the 

laundry that was at one time in Andrews Road, but 

also with the rugby, this connection will be revealed 

in due course but this cutting gives us a bit of a lead 

in, dated 15th August 1902, The Evening Express 

 

 

Then the club gets entangled in a bit of nonsense and 

don’t come out of it too well if the ‘opponent’s 

correspondent’ is on the level, 12th April 1902, The 

Evening Express (right). 

It didn’t end there though, on 19th April 1902 The 

Evening Express published an alternative view of 

things (below)........ 

 
 

Towards the end of the season the club had an 

attractive fixture scheduled against Cowbridge, 

the team selection being published on 18th April 

1902, The Evening Express. 

Such was the excitement that the paper also 

published this on 14th August....(left) 
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On 16th August 1902 the Whitchurch fixture list was published in the Evening Express and once 

again three games were scheduled against near neighbours, Llandaff Yard. 

 
 

On 22nd September 1902, local results showed: Gabalfa 2 Goals and 1 Try: Llandaff Yard nil. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

On 3rd October 1902, The Evening Express 

published this team selection for the game 

against Llanharan. 

The result was...Llanharan 1 Goal; Llandaff 

Yard, 1 Dropped Goal.  

With a few changes, this team was selected 

for the next game against Penarth Reserves,  

10th October 1902, The Evening Express 

The result ending up: Llandaff Yard 1 Goal; 

Penarth, 1 Try. 

Here we see the team selected for a home 

match against Chepstow who would have 

made a long journey to get here, The Evening 

Express, 17th October 1902 

The result was Chepstow, 1 Goal and 2 Tries; 

Llandaff Yard, nil. 

On 26th September 1902 The Evening 

Express published this team selection for a 

home match against Cowbridge 

 

While on the 27th September 1902, The 

Evening Express made all sorts of optimistic 

sounds with this update. Clearly the club is 

on a roll now and are relishing a new 

season, but where would that ‘field’ have 

been? 

20th September 1902, The Evening 

Express....The start of season 1902 - 03 
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On 1st November 1902 one of the rugby score lines read, Llandaff Yard, 2 Goals and 1 Try; 

Llanharan, 1 Dropped Goal 

 

The next game was against Whitchurch and on 3rd November 1902 The Evening Express showed 

this score line:  Whitchurch, 1 Dropped Goal; Llandaff Yard, nil, a closely run game clearly. 

 

 

Such was the progress,confidence and 

ambition within the club that The Evening 

Express saw fit to publish this update, 1st 

November 1902 

The next game was at home against Penylan 

The Evening Express publishing this team 

selection on 7th November 1902 

 

You may have noticed a change in fortunes 

for the club and it wasn’t lost on The Evening 

Express either, 8th November 1902, although 

the Llanharan score line quoted was different 

to one that had been published a few days 

earlier. 

Here’s a brief and rare match report on a 

match against Kenfig Hill, The Evening 

Express, 25th October 1902 

Having provided the team selection for the 

Penarth game above (10th Oct) we then get 

this from The Evening Express on 18th 

October 1902 and what a great result it was. 

Not just that but we get to find out what 

colours Llandaff Yard played in. 
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On 15th November 1902 the local results showed: Llandaff Yard 1 Goal; Penarth United nil. 

“Tuckett scored” and a 2nd team score line that read: Dinas Powis Reserves 2 Goals and 2 Tries; 

Llandaff Yard 2nds, nil. 

 

On 17th November 1902 The Evening Express printed the results of recent matches that showed: 

Dinas Powis Reserves, 2 Goals and 2 Tries; Llandaff Yard 2nds, nil. 

On 21st November 1902 The Barry Herald took delight in announcing that “A Rugby Club has been 

started at Barry, with “Bill Davies” the old Cardiff forward at the head of affairs” and then followed 

that up with “Dinas Powis Reserves, 2 Goals and 2 Tries; Llandaff Yard, nil, “An easy victory”. 

Showing these results is really intended to provide a feel for how the club is progressing, win or 

lose, the fact is that the club was able to field two sides on a regular basis and compete amongst 

other clubs of similar standing.  

The 21st November 1902 in The Evening Express, these 1st and 2nd teams were selected for a 

match at home against Llantrisant and the 2nds away against Whitchurch Crescents. 

  

Whitchurch Crescents. 2 Tries; Llandaff Yard 2nds, nil. 

 

  

The 15th November 1902 in The Evening 

Express, saw more praise heaped on the club 

following their game against Penylan and this 

time the score was provided in points rather 

than Goals and Tries. 

Here’s a good one with local interest 28th 

November 1902 in The Evening Express, 

showing both team selections for a Llandaff 

Yard vs Whitchurch match, rivals, friends, 

neighbours and workmates.  
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On 1st December 1902, in a highly anticipated local encounter, Llandaff Yard and Whitchurch drew 

nil, nil and on the 8th December Llandaff Yard 2nds beat Blackweir Crescents, 2 Goals and 2 Tries 

to nil. 

 

The result of this match was Llandaff Yard 1 Goal; Penarth, 1 Try.  

 

 

 

On 12th December 1902, the club picked this 

team for a tough home game against Penarth 

United with the return of a few ‘established 

names’ from previous seasons having returned, 

The Evening Express. 

On 19th December 1902, in the build up to 

Christmas, the club then pick this team for a 

local game against Tongwynlais, The 

Evening Express. 

 

A brief account of the Penarth United match 

was then published in The Evening Express 

on 20th December 1902, greserving most 

praise to the Penarth club (right and below 

right) 

The anticipation even had the newspaper 

excited 29th November 1902, The Evening 

Express and we also get to learn that Llandaff 

Yard have a change of kit colour 
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It must have been another busy Christmas because the papers then gave this result on 29th 
December 1902, Gabalfa 2 Tries; Llandaff Yard, nil 

What a year that was, from start to finish, very demanding for players and demanding for the club 
‘officials’. Things are on the move, there’s a new found confidence and something is in the air. A 
number of good players have returned, some have been recruited and together with all the 
stalwarts it’s a strong set up. 

But how did they get on against Whitchurch over Christmas?  

Then on 24th December 1902, the club 

picked this team for the festival away game 

on Boxing Day against Whitchurch, The 

Evening Express, this match ended 

Whitchurch 1 Try; Llandaff Yard, nil..... 

 
 

27th December 1902, The Evening Express 

  

 

 

and if that wasn’t enough over the 

Christmas period we are treated to this 

account from the previous Saturday’s match 

away at Tongwynlais which drew a big 

crowd, The Evening express of 24th 

December 1902. 
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1903 

It’s a long one, grab a cuppa, or something stronger, you might need it.... 

 

On 5th January 1903, the local scores gave Dinas Powis, 3 Tries; Llandaff Yard, nil 

 

 

 

 

 

  

3rd January1903, The Evening Express and 

fresh into the New Year we get an update on 

the big Christmas derby game with Johnny 

Williams making the difference. 

6th February1903, The Evening Express 

published this team sheet for e home game 

against Newport Extras 

 

 

The boys were not at their best against Dinas 

Powis, or were they keeping things back for 

cup ties? 9th January 1903, The Barry Dock 

News. 

 

 

 

12th January 1903, local results showed: Barry 1 Goal and 2 Tries; Llandaff Yard, nil 

16th January 1903, The Barry Dock News, 

Llandaff Yard were well entertained by all 

accounts, the Barry Club at that time were a 

‘new club’ having reformed that season but 

had ‘gained some notable wins’. 

 

A prelude to then entertaining Tongwynlais at 

home, 16th January 1903, The Evening 

Express, these are the teams that day.... 
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On 7th February 1903 The Evening Express, 

Llandaff Yard applied to play in the Cardiff Shield 

competition normally open to the sides playing in 

the Cardiff and District Union league system. 

 

 

The team selection for a day out at Llantwit 

Major, 13th February 1903, The Evening Express  

 

 

Meanwhile on 14th February, the boys had 

earned a draw against Newport 3rds, The 

Evening Express 

 

 

 

A lot of disappointment, 24th January 1903, 

The Evening Express, one that would have 

had the treasurers in despair. 

 

 

 

 

At the same time while updating on 

Whitchurch, the paper then tantalises us with 

the thought that four clubs have Whitchurch 

as their home ground, where would they 

have been? 

On 30th January 1903 The Evening Express 

published this team selection for a home 

match against Bedwas 
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On 23rd February 1903, the local results showed Llandaff Yard 1 (converted) goal; Penylan 1 

(dropped) goal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 25th February 1903, The Evening Express 

we then get notice that the club’s application to 

join the Cardiff and District Rugby Union had 

been accepted. 

On 27th February 1903 The Evening 

Express showed the team selected to play 

against Chepstow at home. 

 

28th February 1903, The Evening Express, 

provides us with a good clue as to when the 

club joined the Cardiff Union (right and 

below) 

 
 

20th February 1903, The Evening Express and 

the team to face Penylan at home 
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6th March 1903, The Evening Express 

gave a brief update on what went on at 

the recent meeting with the Cardiff and 

District Rugby Union, Llandaff Yard having 

been invited to enter the 2nd division of the 

league set-up.  

 

 

On 7th March 1903 The Evening Express 

published the leagues for the Union 

clearly showing Llandaff Yard as having 

played against 2nd Division opponents 

without being involved in the league set up 

(hence ‘exempt’). 

 

 

 

 

 

At the same time we get this update 

(right)...... 

 

 

20th March 1903, The Evening Express 

published the teal selections for an 

away match against Empire United 
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In ‘qualifying for the cup Llandaff Yard had to overcome a few obstacles and were more than up for 

the task, as this report testifies, Mach 28th 1903, The Evening Express 
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3rd April 1903 The Evening Express again 

published both teams for the local derby 

match against Whitchurch. 

The score was: Whitchurch, 1 Try; Llandaff 

Yard, nil. 

 

 

On 4th April 1903 The Evening Express 

Sports Columnist answers readers’ questions 

responding to one complainant about the 

Cardiff Shield competition.  

 

 

Meanwhile one local pundit weighs in with his 

match forecasts 

11th April 1903, The Evening Express and a 

great deal of column space was dedicated to 

Llandaff Yard, this one in defence of the club 

(right). 

(Below) match result of the same day and 

optimism for the Whitchurch club’s fortunes.
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On tour over Easter (1903) and Llandaff 

Yard put in some decent 

performances...18th April 1903, The 

Evening Express 

24th April 1903, The Evening Express and 

the team selections announced for the big 

cup final at The Arms Park, pay at the gate, 

Llandaff Yard keeping their cards close to 

the chest on two key positions S. O. Else 

(Someone Else) and A. N. Other (Another) 

 

 

 

(Left) the latest District league tables 

showing Llandaff Yard ‘exempt’ 25th April 

1903, The Evening Express 
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Then the big day arrives, 25th April 1903, The Evening Express......Peter and John (Jack) Chard in 

the team................ 
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One for the Cardiff and District Union 

enthusiasts, this was a report on 7th May 1903 in 

The Evening Express giving us an account of 

the proceedings on their presentation night. 

Here’s an interesting summary (below) of the 

season, something we’ve not seen before, 9th 

May 1903, The Evening Express and a decent 

record it was too, well worth framing.... 

 

 

What a day! What a match!....and finally a bit of 

recognition .......25th April 1903 The Evening 

Express (continued from previous page) 
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22nd August 1903 The Evening Express, a new 

season dawns and with an entirely new 

approach to the rugby calendar and a 

governing body to answer to. 

25th July 1903 The Evening Express , although 

relating to Whitchurch we see that Llandaff 

Yard are mentioned as having eligibility for the 

1st Division of the Cardiff and District Union 

league set up. 
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To begin season 1903 - 04 (after a very successful 1902 – 03) we are treated to a rare fixture 

schedule so that you can plan your season and all your away trips: 

 

 

 

5th September 1903, The Evening Express 

Having tasted the sweet smell of success 

the club are almost compelled to join the 

Cardiff and District Union league set up, 12th 

September 1903, The Evening Express 

Notice also that within the divisions are two 

other Whitchurch teams, the Crescents and 

the Nomads. 
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7th November 1903, The Evening Express published 

a brief account of the clubs adventure into league 

games in the 1st Division but it’s not going well. 

 

 

 

 

On 14th November 1903, it was a case of hard luck, 

but no cigar, The Evening Express 

11th September 1903, The Evening Express 

and the first scheduled fixture of the season, 

an ‘exhibition’ game within the club and clearly 

Peter Chard was held in high esteem, a player 

that still represented the club, here picking his 

mates for his own team. 

On 18th September 1903, The Evening 

Express, the team selection for a home match 

against Penylan 

 

 

Having shaken up the local rugby scene there 

are now high expectations, 19th September 

1903, The Evening Express. 

 

 

 

 

The Evening Express on 26th September 1903 

didn’t mince their words. 
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On 16th November 1903 the local results showed: Roath, 2 Tries; Llandaff Yard, nil....... the wheels 

have come off. 

 

 

 

 

 

18th November 1903, The Evening Express and now it 

was not getting the rub of the green with player 

registration and transfers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

21st November 1903, The Evening Express and it’s all 

gone ‘pear shaped’ 

 

The local derby looms again, 28th November 

1903, The Evening Express 

For the record, the game ended nil, nil. 

 

and a little reminder to all those that 

participate in the sport of their choice, we’d 

be lost without them................. 

 

 



Llandaff Yard Rugby 2024 

 

Acknowledgements to: National Library of Wales  53 
 Newspaper Archives 
 

 

 

 

 

  

Well this speaks volumes, having beaten 

all before them the previous season, 

there’s little appetite for district league 

games. 5th December 1903, The 

Evening Express 

Then, the club fell foul of the Union, 9th 

December 1903, The Evening 

Express, before entering the league, in 

previous seasons, Grange had been a 

regular match in the Llandaff Yard 

fixture schedule  

Even the District Union realised the 

difficulties over 120 years ago, but who 

would do it for the price of a bus ticket? 
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Although you may have detected as much, 

there doesn’t seem to be much appetite for 

playing in a league, but now there are 

consequences, 19th December 1903, The 

Evening Express.....and it doesn’t go down 

well (right and below) 

It rumbles on.... 19th December 1903, The 

Evening Express.....time to reflect (right and 

below) 

 

 

...and on....26th December 1903, The 

Evening Express. Even Christmas didn’t 

stop the acrimony and Whitchurch 

Crescents also came in for it (right). 

The league table shown below, in the same 

paper, tells all. 
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Well what a year that was and it’s one that’s still talked about today, There are many good 
photographs that lie in the store room at Llandaff North Rugby Club and it is hoped that more can 
be made of them, at the very least they should be copied and preserved as a lasting memory and 
a heritage of rugby in the area. This is one taken of the Llandaff Yard Shield winning team with the 
Shield proudly on display, the names of those in the photograph are shown on the photo in the 
possession of Llandaff North RFC... 
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1904 

Unfortunately, things were never the same again........... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The newspapers continued to publish fixtures for forthcoming games and Llandaff Yard appeared 
in them a number of times, however in the absence of any evidence it’s unlikely any of them were 
ever played and that the club had collapsed and all the players had moved on. 

  

2nd January 1904, The Evening Express, 

how quickly things can change............... 

 

 

On 11th March 1905 we get an update on 

secretary Godsall from The Evening Express 

and here we are left to wonder whether he 

once worked at Melin Gruffydd and was one 

of those men that left these shores to 

pioneer steel production in the old Russia 

and if so, most likely in what is now Ukraine, 

some local men did.   

9th January 1904, The Evening Express and 

the writing is on the wall (below) 
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We began this story with the Llandaff Yard Juniors and how fitting is it that we also end it with 
them? For any club, the juniors are the future. 

17th September 1904, The Evening Express 

one brief example of a former player who 

chose to move on  

On 22nd April 1905 The Evening Express 

provide an updated table of the local 

competition winners and Llandaff Yard sit 

proudly within it with Penarth United had 

their day in the sun, winning it the following 

season. 

On 25th March 1905 The Evening Express 

provided an update on a player who went on 

to pastures new and it demonstrates the 

quality of the players that Llandaff Yard had 

in their ranks at that time.   

Although the club had ceased to be, a Junior 

team carried on flying the Llandaff Yard flag, 

on 30th October 1905 we get a brief account 

of their game against Whitchurch, The 

Evening Express  
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Rather strangely, on 5th March 1906 the papers print the results of recent matches showing: 
Llandaff Old Boys, 1 Try; Llandaff Yard nil 

On 26th December 1906 the papers showed this result: Whitchurch 1 Goal and 2 Tries; Llandaff 
Yard, nil 

 

 

 

 

Here the story ends. This document was written for family reasons so please excuse the moments 
of self indulgence. There’s mention of many, many players and it’s a privilege to have had family 
involved in it and to know a little bit more about what they achieved, if it goes some way to add 
heritage and value to the present community, all well and good and if you can pick out your own 
family even better, a few still live in the area to this day. A separate piece of research has been 
completed on Whitchurch rugby for the same era and if you do get to read it you’ll find some 
players graced both these clubs, moving back and for between them. 

  

Then in later years we see more and 

more of a resurgence of rugby in the 

area 2nd January 1909, The Evening 

Express, this time as Llandaff North 

Other teams making use of the home 

facilities, but where? 19th March 1909, 

The Evening Express  

Old rivals lock horns, 24th September 

1909, The Evening Express  
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Llandaff Yard Rugby 

Early Fixtures – dates given are newspaper publication dates 

 

1888 

20th Jan @ Ely Rovers 

18th Nov vs St German’s 

 

 

1889 

19th Jan  vs Harlequins 

2nd Feb  vs  Cardiff Star 

23rd Mar vs Cardiff Star 

19th Oct  vs Cardiff Rangers 

8th Nov  vs Canton 

7th Dec  vs Tredegarville 

 

1890 

4th Jan  vs St David’s 

11th Jan vs Cardiff Harlequins ‘A’ 

14th Feb vs Canton 

28th March  vs Cardiff Harlequins ‘A’ 

18th Oct vs St Peter’s 

7th Nov  vs Whitchurch 

5th Dec     Llandaff Yard Juniors vs Adamsdown Juniors 

 

 

1891 

31st Jan  vs Cardiff Harlequins 

26th Sept vs Ely  

17th Oct vs Maritime 2nds 

23rd Oct  vs Heath 

 

1892 

23rd Jan  vs Ely Juniors 

11th Mar vs Heath 

 

1893 

3rd Nov  vs Barry 

14th Oct vs Romilly 

28th Oct vs Barry Crusaders 

24th Nov vs Barry 2nds 

 

1894 

6th Apr  vs Avondale 

9th Nov  vs St Mary’s 
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23rd Nov vs Cathays Harlequins 

30th Nov vs Cowbridge 

7th Dec  vs Llandaff Reserves 

 

1896 

17th Jan   All Saints Llandaff Yard vs St Mary’s 2nds 

 

1897 

22nd Jan vs Morganstown 

 

1898  

4th Nov      2nds vs St Monica’s 

18th Nov vs St German’s 

23rd Dec vs Cardiff Hornets 

 

1899 

20th Jan     2nds vs Canton Juniors 

27th Jan  vs Old Monktonians 

3rd Feb  vs Penylan 

11th Feb vs Llandaff 

22nd Sept vs St Andrews 

29th Sept  vs Penarth Reserves 

26th Oct vs Pontypridd 2nds 

10th Nov vs Penylan 

17th Nov     2nds vs St Catherine’s 

24th Nov vs St Agnes 

 

1900 

9th Feb  vs Penarth Reserves 

 

1901 

8th Nov  vs Old Monktonians 

29th Nov vs Tongwynlais 

6th Dec  vs Old Monktonians 

27th Dec vs Penarth United 

 

1902 

10th Jan vs Old Monktonians 

24th Jan vs Empire Utd 

22nd March vs Llanharan 

11th Apr vs Llanishen 

19th Sept vs Gabalfa (at Barracks Field) 

5th Dec  vs Penarth Reserves 

24th Dec vs Whitchurch 

26th Dec vs Gabalfa 

 

1903 

7th Feb  vs Newport Extras 
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6th March vs Caerphilly United 

20th March vs Empire Utd 

3rd Apr   vs Whitchurch 

25th Sept vs Penarth Reserves 

6th Nov  vs Canton (Div 1) 

13th Nov vs Roath (Div 1) 

4th Dec  vs Grange Stars (Div 1)  2nds vs Dinas Powis 2nds 

11th Dec vs Penarth Reserves (Friendly) 

15th Dec vs Whitchurch 

18th Dec  vs Romilly (Div 1 match) 

 

1904 

31st March vs Chepstow St Mary’s 

5th Feb  vs Roath (Div 1 match) 

12th Feb vs Canton (Friendly) 

 

    ************************************************* 

25th Apr 1903 The Evening Express 

 

Mallett Cup Finals. 

GREAT GAMES AT CARDIFF TO-DAY. 

Llandaff Yard v. Penarth United With the sun smiling in all its brilliance this afternoon, it was not 

surprising to find the gate for the Mallett finals suffering slightly, but the good number present were 

highly enthusiastic, and each team came in surrounded by supporters. "Stable information" was 

responsible for the belief that the shield for this season would find a home at Llandaff, yet the 

seaside "joint" were none the less determined for that bit of optimism. Teams:—  

Llandaff Yard: Back, B. Lee; three-quarter backs, I. J. Tuckitt, G. Culverwell, S. Chard, and W. 

Lansdowne; half-backs, C. Culverwell and S. O. Else; forwards, T. Holtham (captain), W. Holtham, 

E. Holtham, T. Mahoney, J. Pritchard, W. Swaffield, W. Legge, and D. Seaman.  

Penarth United: Back, C. Sutton; three- quarter backs, W. Jewell (captain), G. Shier, E. Best, and 

T. Shier; half-backs, S. Chick and G. Porter; forwards, C. Chick, H. Hill, J. Norman, G. Best, F. 

Blackmore, W. Roberts, T. Wallace, and J. Trought.  

Referee, Mr. J. S. Philp.  

 

Llandaff, having won the toss, C. Chick opened the game, the reply finding touch. From there 

close dribbling took play to the Penarth line, and two minors in succession were conceded. Stiff 

scrimmaging for a minutes and then Culverwell broke off and slung out the ball to Lansdowne who 

got in a kick under most difficult circumstances. The third minor was then conceded. So far the 

wind had greatly bothered both sides, but Penarth improved their position with short kicks, and 

Tuckett and S. Chard kicked and ran back. Penarth were soon up again, though only for a. 

moment, as the Llandaff backs with good range-finding kicks put their side on the offensive, and 

after Sutton had been laid out temporarily a scrimmage was formed near the Penarth posts. The 

ball came out to C. Culverwell and in a twinkling he had dropped a goal. Ineffectual attempts at re- 

starting were made, the ball being carried to touch by the high wind, and then E. Best made a, 

mark from which his side greatly profited, as they galloped right up to the Llandaff line, where a 

knock-on alone robbed the Seasiders of a score. Encouraging cheers were given as Penarth 

continued to hold a slight advantage, when suddenly Lansdowne fielded in daring fashion, and put 

in a useful high kick. A bunch of Llandaff men followed up well, and when it seemed an "odds on" 
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chance for a score P. Chick cut across and brought off a sensational tackle. Then J. Chard almost 

dropped a second goal. He worked into position nicely, and the shot just skimmed the post. 

Penarth were full of life on dropping out, for after Tuckitt had put in a big kick Sutton made good 

ground by finding touch grandly. Suddenly, however, Tuckett intercepted a pass, and running with 

rare speed outpaced all and gained a sensational try behind the posts, Peter Chard placed the 

extras. Subsequent play became more of a scrambling nature, and George Shier and Chick just 

averted another score, the latter receiving a knock-out in his attempt.  

 

Half-time Score:     G. T. M.   

   Llandaff Yard     *2 0 4   

   Penarth United    0 0 0 .   

      *Dropped goal.  

 

There was little delay in resuming, and Penarth, with the sun at their backs, were now expected to 

do better. They did not start too well, however, as a penalty was given against them quite early, 

and Peter Chard made a nice shot for goal. Tom Shier then brought relief with a long and tricky 

run, and for a full minute play waif keenly exciting. Sutton repelled one attack in great style, and 

after a futile drop at goal by the Llandaff back the Penarth custodian fielded, and running hard 

nailed the fielder. Directly after a beautiful round of passing by the Penarth backs put T. Shier over 

with a corner try, which Jewell just failed to convert. C. Chick fielded the drop-out, and nicely 

placed to touch on the Llandaff line. When the ball came out a penalty for Penarth was very 

narrowly missed by Sutton, but Penarth continued to force the pace, Tuckett saving once with 

Chick and Wallace right on him. A bit of hard scrimmaging followed close in, and G. Best charged 

a kick and scored, the excitement being raised to fever pitch as Jewell augmented and reduced 

the difference to a single point. The drop-out secured no relief, as Penarth, playing with big hearts, 

kept up high pressure. A minor and a penalty kick, both for Penarth, kept the interest up, and from 

a mark by T. Shier still another minor was registered. Penarth had the hardest of hard lines 

immediately after, for over-anxiety prevented T. Shier fielding and scoring. For the first time in this 

half Penarth was then forced out, and the whistle shortly after blew time. 

 

 Final score.      G. T. M. 

    Llandaff Yard   *2 0 4  

   Penarth United    1 1 3 

      *Dropped.  

COMMENTS.  

“Stable confidence" was once again well founded, but this time by the narrowest of margins. The 

luck went to the victors, and Penarth had the sympathy of the majority present. All the players in 

both teams worked hard for a victory, and it is unfair to individualise. It will, however, be gracefully 

and readily conceded by even the most enthusiastic of Llandaff's supporters that the Seasiders 

were decidedly the better team in the second half, and strove hard in the opening moiety against 

son and wind to keep the score down. As for Llandaff, they are a very clever lot, and despite a 

certain amount of uncalled for prejudice against them, are to be congratulated on their 

achievement.  

 


